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Fearing that Christchurch Council may 
slap a compulsory purchase order on part 
of a Somerford garage forecourt, the 
general manager alleged this week that the 
garage was the victim of a Ministry error.

The land is needed for a new road. 
Without it the GPO will not have access to 
the new stores depot it plans to build on the 
old Christchurch airfield. 

Viking Motors' general manager, Mr. 
William Smith, said the Ministry of Aviation 

sold the land to his neighbours, Price and Tarling, engineers, and 
proposed that a road should cross it.

"But it never left sufficient width for the openings at either end," said 
Mr. Smith.

So now the Ministry of Public Buildings and Works, who is handling the deal for the GPO, 
wants to buy a bit of Viking Motors' forecourt and part of the garden of a bungalow at the other end 
of the strip of land.

Accident

The bungalow belongs to Mrs. Cecilia Rouse, whose husband, the owner of the garage, died 
last week following an accident.

Viking Motors has said No, and suggested that access should be made from neighbouring 
roads, but residents had objected, Mr. Smith believed.

He said that if the piece of forecourt were taken it would reduce the facilities offered to 
customers, result in the removal of trade signs which the garage had to fight to get permission to put 
up, and create traffic hazards.

"We were never consulted about this," said Mr. Smith. "It is quite possible it has put the 
GPO plans back. If they want to do anything with the land it would come back to compulsory 
purchase, which is bad in principle.

"It is not a good principle lo penalise someone for someone else's error."

Not settled

Mr. Price, a director of Price and Tarling, said, I cannot even discuss it. The negotiations are 
going on now. They have got to try and get permission to have a road there. There is nothing settled 
in any way yet."

Town Clerk Mr. John Macfadyen said he did not think a mistake had been  made. The land 
was sold to Price and Tarling subject to the planning provision that part of it would be for a road. 
Virtually the whole of the land needed for the road was owned by the company.

The council applied for outline planning permission to build the road, and this was given 
subject to certain conditions, one of which was that there should be an adequate sight-line. This 
involved a small part of the garage forecourt.

If the Ministry of Public Buildings and Works wanted to go ahead with compulsory purchase 
it would do it through the council, and it was possible the Ministry of Transport would hold a public 
inquiry. 


